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The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) is the only association dedicated to 

safeguarding and enhancing the benefits of America's active and retired federal employees, and their survivors.

EVENT:  CHARLES R. PATTON CHAPTER 156 MEETING

WHEN:   SATURDAY, JULY 10, 2010
   
WHERE: J&S CAFETERIA, WESTRIDGE MARKET PLACE, ENKA, NC 28729

TIME:      BREAKFAST AT 9:30, MEETING AT 10:15 AM
                              JULY PROGRAM                                                                         FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK           

 A MUST ATTEND PROGRAM FOR JULY. We are very pleased to have Dr. Cynthia Earle from Asheville Audiology Services speak to us on hearing impairment: causes, symptoms we should look for, diagnosis, when we should be concerned, and current and future technologies to correct hearing loss.  Dr. Earle has training in Speech-Language pathology and Audiology and her area of expertise is hearing aids.  She gives lectures on both state and national levels.  This is a great opportunity to gain information on a health issue important to most of us, and to ask questions of a highly qualified professional.  This program may benefit you or give you information you can pass on to family members and friends, or better yet, bring others along to the meeting to enjoy breakfast and the program.                               Theron Rumsey
                              WE MEET WHERE? 

     Our  meeting will be held at the J&S Cafeteria located in the Westridge Market Place , 900 Smokey Park Highway at Asbury Rd., Enka, NC 28729.  When you enter the Cafeteria, proceed through the cafeteria line.  We are asked to purchase something to eat.  It can be a full breakfast or it can be as little as a cup of coffee and muffin.  Then proceed to the private room at the back of the dining area. Hope to see you there! 
 (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((     
                             NATIONAL CONVENTION
     Chapter 156 will be represented by three delegates to this year’s National NARFE Convention: Elaine Hughes, Sandy Rumsey, and Theron Rumsey.  The National Convention will be held this year in Grand Rapids, MI, August 29 to September 2, 2010.  Our Chapter, North Carolina, and Region X are well represented this year with candidates for National office: Elaine Hughes, Chapter 156 for Secretary, Paul Carew, Chapter 2108 (Chapel Hill) for National Executive Vice President, Bill Austin, Chapter 105 (Charlotte) for Region X Vice President, Joe Beaudoin, Virginia for National President, and Bill Martin, Virginia for Region X Vice President.  These are highly qualified candidates with visions for NARFE that should move us ahead for the next two years if elected.

     As you review information on candidates, resolutions, and by-law changes appearing in the NARFE Magazine, please let me or the other delegates know of your opinions.  This is your opportunity as members to have your opinions help make a difference for NARFE.                                    Theron Rumsey
      YOUR LEADERSHIP EFFORTS ARE REQUIRED!!

NARFE is the only organization that is working specifically for us to protect our federal retirement benefits.  Keep in mind that we are NARFE and NARFE is being effective.  However, for this effectiveness to continue, local chapters are needed, and chapters need leadership.  Now let’s get to the point of reality.  Reality I: Your  chapter has historically been a strong contributor to the NARFE efforts and this strength in part has been achieved because members have been willing to step forward to do those things needed to keep our chapter functioning.  Reality II: Members that step forward to contribute should not be expected to continue their efforts beyond a reasonable period of time.  We have members that have contributed in leadership roles up to 15 years or more (well beyond expectations) and realistically are asking to step down because of health, family needs, etc.  Personally, I think elected officers should not be expected to serve more than 2 years.  Reality III: Your chapter needs your help for it to continue as the chapter we know.  We have an immediate need for Secretary, 2nd VP, and assistance in the service and benevolence areas.  The 1st VP would also like to step down after 13 years of service in some capacity or other. Please give your chapter’s needs serious consideration.  If you can not make a commitment now, please consider how you can contribute when the nominating committee requests nominations this fall.  YOUR HELP IS NEEDED, YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT, YOUR CHAPTER DEPENDS ON YOU!!  You can contact me at 658-2131 any time.  Theron Rumsey, Chapter President  and Sabine Dieringer, 1st VP. 
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
                     ELAINE HUGHES CAMPAIGN FUND

     Our own Elaine Hughes has decided to be a candidate for NARFE National Secretary. Elaine served as our Chapter President and Federation Secretary, Executive Vice President and President and now is willing to take on new challenges on our behalf. Elaine asks for our vote and support. If you wish to contribute to Elaine’s campaign, make out a check payable to “Campaign Fund – Elaine Hughes” and mail it to Bruce Habermann, 136 Castlerock Drive, Asheville, NC 28806-9517. For other support opportunities contact Elaine at 298-1053 or lvangels@charter.net                        
                              MATCHING FUNDS OFFER
Contribution To Match Funds for Alzheimer’s:   We thank Neva Carlson and David Jefferson for their matching funds donation of up to $500 for Alzheimer’s research to our chapter.  The proposal is that Neva and David will match all Alzheimer donations made through the chapter up to $500.00. The match funds period will continue through the end of March 2011.  As a reminder, donations made through the chapter are tax deductable.  This means that our chapter could end the year with a total of at least $1,000 for Alzheimer’s research.  Let’s all join Neva and David in making it happen. Thank you Neva and David!
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
     AREA I JOINT PICNIC – FRIDAY, AUGUST 20, 2010
      Jackson Park, 801 Glover St., Hendersonville, NC
     Plan to arrive by 11:00 am for signing in and getting raffle tickets for the quilt raffle (plus other raffle items) and getting to know each other. There will be picnic tables/benches but feel free to bring a lawn chair if you like. The menu will include (food will arrive at 11:30 am): Fried chicken, baked beans, mac & cheese, cole slaw, fresh fruit, and rolls as well as banana pudding for dessert.  Water, tea (sweet & unsweet) and lemondade will also be served. Reservations need to be made by Friday, August 13, 2010 and a check should be made out to NARFE Chapter 214 in the amount of $13.50 and mailed to Treasurer: Joyce Armstrong, 915 Toxaway Dr., Hendersonville, NC 28791-1842 (Phone: 828-702-6718).

Directions: The Hendersonville exit off I-26 is 49B into Four Seasons Boulevard (Traveling from the West or from the East).

Follow Four Seasons Blvd. toward Hendersonville to the 7th (seventh) traffic light (approximately 1 & ½ miles). Turn left into Harris Street (NARFE Sign where you turn left). Harris Street is only two blocks and deadends at E. 4th Ave. where you turn left (NARFE Sign). Enter Jackson Park and continue on until you come to Shelter #1 (NARFE Sign) which will be on your right).
     Let’s have a good get-together and support Alzheimer’s Research through the raffle.
Note: This picnic, hosted by the Hendersonville Chapter, will serve as our Chapter’s August meeting.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((   

                            NARFE PICNIC BASKETS                                                                                                           
     For our picnic this year, which is sponsored by the Hendersonville Chapter at Lake Jackson Park in Hendersonville, we would again like to raffle off several baskets of various themes to raise funds for the Alzheimer Association. The themes could include the following: 
1.  coffees and/or teas

2.  games, such as puzzles, Sudoku, cards, etc.

3.  bird feeder items: handbook, suet, seeds, etc.

4.  desk items: paper clips, white out, masking tape,

    stationery, scotch tape, pens, etc.

5.  snacks - not too large packages, please

6.  gardening: gloves, small spades, books, seeds, etc.

7.  gift wrapping items: scotch tape, cards, bows, stamps,

     stickers, pens, etc.
     Sabine Dieringer, Donna Habermann and Sandy Rumsey will coordinate these baskets. Once we get the baskets together, there will be a list of what each basket holds and a bag which will hold the raffle tickets that you will purchase to receive that basket. Now for the fun stuff! We would like to solicit any of the items mentioned above or anything else that you may have in your possession that could be used given the themes or one of your own that is practical and please make sure these items are new and not too big. Once we find out how much we have, we will purchase the rest to fill the baskets using NARFE funds which of course will be replenished after the raffle. Soooo, please check your supplies and let Sabine (236-0080) or Sandy (658-2131) or Donna (667-5705) know where these items could be picked up or brought to the next meeting or bring a full basket to the picnic. Thank you and I know this will be a successful way to raise funds for a very worthwhile cause.  Sabine Dieringer 
                                    DANGER AHEAD ?
Attempts to freeze federal work pay continues:  Supporters of proposals to deny federal workers a modest 1.4 percent pay raise in 2011 are continuing their attempt to attach their proposal to must-pass legislation.  The latest example is Senator Tom Coburn’s, R-OK, pay freeze amendment to H.R. 4213, a tax and benefits bill.  At our deadline, consideration of the Coburn amendment was pending in the Senate.  However, the Senate did consider under unanimous consent a provision to provide a six-month “fix” in the Medicare provider reimbursement rate.  
Editor’s Note: Senator Coburn has also said “there is no guarantee to your federal pension ….,”  
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
           BENEVOLENCE REPORT THRU MAY 2010
New members:  We welcome the following: 
          Richard Brokenshire       Katherine Kelemen-Beatty 
            Sheila Hickey                  James Warfield
Members Transferred from another chapter:

            Sharon Bales                  Louraine Helgeson

Please join us at our monthly chapter meetings announced in each newsletter.   
Members that decided to drop their membership:



 Dennis Atkins                  
We ask any member acquainted with Dennis to give him a call and encourage him to reinstate his membership.  He is as important to us and to NARFE as NARFE is to him.
Members Passed Away
            Mary Fawcett
We offer prayers for the family of the deceased. We will miss her in our NARFE community.    
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((             
                         COFFEE CLUSTER (NORTH)

The Northside Cluster will meet at Wayne’s Restaurant (formerly Home Folks Café) on July 15th at 9:00 am. Drop in and stay in touch over a cup of coffee or maybe breakfast.
Theron Rumsey (828-658-2131)
                          COFFEE CLUSTER (EAST)
     The Eastside Cluster will meet Thursday, July 1, 2010 at the J&S Cafeteria, River Ridge Shopping Center, 11:00 am.  Call Ted Mathis at 298-4400 for information.       
                        A WAY WITH WORDS

The dead batteries were given out free of charge.                 
Deadline for the next newsletter  –  July 23, 2010
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE GROCE FUNERAL HOME AND ASHEVILLE QUICKPRINT FOR THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT TO NARFE CHAPTER 156. 
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